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Giving advice and opinions
When you want to give advice or make recommendations, 
you can use a variety of modal verbs. You can vary the 
strength of your advice by using different modals.

One of the most common ways of recommending something 
or making a suggestion is to use modal verbs. When you offer 
advice, you often also give your opinion about a topic.

New language  Modals for advice and opinion 

Vocabulary  Recommendations

New skill  Giving advice and opinions 

MARK THE SPEECH BUBBLES THAT INCLUDE RECOMMENDATIONS  

Very strong suggestion.

Stronger suggestion.

General suggestion.

TIP
You can add emphasis by 

putting “really” in front  
of “should,” “ought to,”  

and “must.”

KEY LANGUAGE MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS
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 LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND MARK WHETHER JEFF LIKED 
OR DISLIKED EACH ACTIVITY

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PANEL
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SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD, CHOOSING THE CORRECT WORDS

KEY LANGUAGE GIVING ADVICE

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE ADVICE

You can also use modals to give advice based on facts. These can 
highlight the negative consequences of ignoring the advice.

You can also give advice 
using the phrases 
“If I were you…” and 
“You had better…” 
(usually contracted  
to “You’d better…”).

Strong advice; there are negative 
consequences if it is not followed.

General advice.

This is used to give very strong advice. 
It may even suggest a threat.

This is a fixed phrase for giving advice  
as if you were the listener.

TIP
You might hear people 

 say, “If I was you…”  
but this is incorrect  
in formal English.
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READ ANNE’S POSTCARD  
AND MARK WHAT SHE  
LIKED AND DISLIKED

WRITE A POSTCARD RECOMMENDING A TRIP USING THE PROMPTS

CHECKLIST

 Modals for advice and opinion   Recommendations   Giving advice and opinions  
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